Information Literacy Assignment in English 102
Overview of changes and proposal

· Librarians and English department faculty members were dissatisfied with previous assessment tools for English 102 IL requirement

· Molly Beestrum and Mary Pat Fallon researched existing assessment tools in other 4 year institutions with IL programs

· The annotated bibliography has been used most widely and met with the most success

Description of the planned assignment 

· An annotated bibliography will be completed by English 102 students after the librarian has instructed the class on using the library to obtain resources (e.g. selecting, searching and evaluating library resources)

· Components of the assignment: 

· Brief description of the topic 

· List of 5-8 works cited with annotations below

· Annotations describing the source

· Brief explanation of how the source was located

· Photocopy of the title page of any books and first page of any articles

· The assignment will be assigned and graded by the English department instructor

· Librarians will review the assignment and provide feedback to the instructor regarding the validity of sources and the variety of sources consulted
The Annotated bibliography will demonstrate the students’ ability to: 

· search a wide range of resources including the online catalog and the electronic periodical databases

· apply search techniques to locate materials on their chosen topic

· assess and evaluate materials for relevancy, accuracy, appropriateness, scope and currency

· understand their own search process from selecting a topic, searching for materials, evaluating found materials, maintaining careful notes to track information, and creating proper citations

· comprehend the importance of properly citing sources for copyright and ethical reasons
This assignment is an assessment measure for library instruction program as well.  From reviewing the assignments Librarians will be evaluating whether or not the classroom instruction was effective in transferring the skills and concepts mentioned above. In order to create an effective assessment tool we must also evaluate ourselves and that is in part what this assignment will measure.  In short: are we getting our message across?
The assignment is meant to be a preliminary or working bibliography – not the final bibliography to be handed in with the research paper. The intention is for students to evaluate the resources collected for research with the assumption that not all materials will be used in the final draft of the paper.  
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