Student Alpha

Sources

Other than the book all of your sources are popular magazines; People, Time, U.S. News and World Report, and USA Today.  You need to support your argument with more scholarly sources.  You might consider searching for more articles using different search terms.  Affluenza is a narrow term and will only give you results that relate back to the book or the film.  Try searching for some of the concepts that are mentioned within the book: overwork, waste, consumerism, overspending, etc.  

Citations

Your citations are accurate.  

Annotations

You explain clearly the purpose, content, and relevance of the material. Continue to write annotations in this style but with scholarly sources and add comments on the currency of the article and the author’s credentials.  

Grade: Fail

Student Beta

Sources

You have located several excellent sources that are relevant and appropriate to your topic.  A good mix of both scholarly articles and books.  

Citations

Citations are accurate. 

Annotations

You hit on all of the important elements of the annotation; purpose, content, usefulness, currency and authority.  You could be a little more specific about evaluating the authors’ credentials.  In several cases you state “this article is written by someone with the knowledge to write about this topic because it is from a scholarly journal.”  While this is true, it is a scholarly journal there are other reasons why this person may be considered an authority on the subject: often somewhere at the end of the article there will be a note about the author’s affiliation with a specific institution – college or research center, also the bibliography provided by the author lends authority to their argument – it suggests that the author has done research and can support his/her claims with evidence.  

Grade: Pass

Student Gamma

Sources

You included a broad range of materials, from newspaper articles to magazine articles to books.  However, none of these titles are particularly scholarly, with the exception of the book, The Plug-In Drug.   Your topic is a good choice and you should be able to find more articles to support your thesis that are scholarly in scope.  Try searching in Business Source Elite, Business Full text, Social Sciences Full text.  Look for articles that are at least 5 pages long and come from sources that include “Journal of” in the title.  
Citations

You had some trouble with the citations.  Articles are cited differently than books, article titles are placed in quotations marks and the journal title is underlined or italicized.  You don’t need to include the publisher or publisher place but you do need the volume and issue number (if available).  The date is important for newspaper articles so include the entire date, day, month and year.  For more information consult Research and Documentation Handbook by Diana Hacker.  

Annotations

You explain clearly the purpose, content, and relevance of the material. Continue to write annotations in this style but with scholarly sources and add comments on the currency of the article and the author’s credentials.  

Grade:  Fail

Student Delta

Sources

Good mix of sources that include scholarly journal articles and books.  Some of the books are somewhat dated but appear to be quite relevant.  

Citations

Citations are acceptable. 

Annotations

The annotations contain mostly summary of the source and an explanation of how it relates to the topic.  However attention is also paid to the authors’ credibility and affiliation and intended audience.  With some of the older materials mention should be made about current relevance and accuracy.  

Grade: Pass

Student Epsilon

Sources

An excellent selection of sources that pertain to the topic including from scholarly articles and books.  

Citations

Citations are acceptable.

Annotations

Annotations do not contain critical evaluation of the sources as required by the assignment.  Most annotations include only a summary of the source and how it was located.  More analysis of the credentials of the various authors, the currency of the sources, the intended audience and the purpose of the article.  See the assignment sheet with an explanation of what to include in an annotation.  

Grade: Incomplete

