English 102 Information Literacy Instruction Session 
Objectives and Suggestions
 
Session 1 -- Brief introduction either in Crown 111 or in their classroom.  
· Introduce yourself 
· Talk about some of the services, i.e. reserves, reference, media services, etc. 
· Show the website and point out important links and gateways. 
· Take them on a tour of the library and point out the training room (if you are not meeting there) and Academic Resource Center. 
 

Session 2 -- Evaluation of web resources
Most freshmen college students believe that web resources are the first and only stop for research.  However, many of them do not understand how the internet works, that there is no group or agency that filters the information on the web, and they tend to look only for sites that support their opinions or sides on an issue.  The purpose of introducing the evaluation of web resources is to get students comfortable with the idea that the web may not be the only resources by showing them some bad or misinformation that is available on the Net.  (If you cannot schedule three sessions with the English 102 sections I suggest that you incorporate evaluation with searching for journal articles and spend some time demonstrating the difference between scholarly and popular articles.)
 

Objective for Evaluation:  
· To assess a website for authority, content, currency, accuracy and bias.
· To determine the responsible party or persons for the content of a site.
· To evaluate the relevancy of a site to their topic based on the above criteria.
 

Suggestions for Evaluation: 
· Have students evaluate two or more websites of your choosing on the course topic or one of the texts.  
· Choose two sites that illustrate good and bad points and enough evaluative criteria to make your point.  If possible choose a site that provides bias, misinformation, or disinformation (I can provide you with a list of sites to this effect) alongside a good site.  
· Ask the students to work in groups and determine which is the better site and why.  
· Give them some criteria to work with to make this determination (I will provide a handout for this purpose).  
· If you have time, explain that the content of the web is created by individuals, organizations, government agencies, universities, commerce, and marketers.  No one filters this information and there is no governing body to control and monitor content for authority, authenticity, currency, accuracy, or bias.  
· Discuss using URLs (.edu, .gov, .net, .com) and other pointers in a site to determine responsibility.  
 

Session 3 (and Session 4) -- Selecting and Searching 
Depending on the theme, the texts, and the scope of the research paper for each section, selecting resources may include web resources, articles and books.  Some of the instructors may require a certain number of non-web resources, either books or articles, others may require books only, or articles only.  Based on the requirements you may want to schedule 2 sessions dealing primarily with searching, one for the catalog and one for the databases, and discuss selection before demonstrating any searching. 
Hint: Schedule these sessions when the students have chosen a topic already and you will greatly improve student interest and participation.  If you can, get a list of the topics from the instructor and work topics into specific examples.  This further increases student attention and interaction.  
 

Objectives for Selection:  
· To use a variety of appropriate resources in gathering research information.  Sources include books, encyclopedias, journals, magazines, newspapers, and websites.  
· To understand the variety of information can be gleaned from these resources, e.g. background, history, definitions, opinions, evidence, statistics, anecdotes, quotations and stories.  
· To find and use the various types of resources to find the information needed to complete the research paper for their course.  
Objectives for Searching: 
· To demonstrate the basics of Boolean searching and truncation 
· To understand the basics of keyword and topic searching 
· To understand the basics of subject headings as applied to both the online catalog and the electronic databases
· To locate a book on the shelf using the call number
· To place a request an item through ILLINET. 
· To locate the full-text of an article both in print and in electronic format.  
· To evaluate articles and determine whether they are scholarly or popular.  
 

Selection Suggestions:
· Discuss books and encyclopedias, bring in several examples of books and encyclopedias on their topic and split them into groups.  Have them use the index and table of contents to find chapters or pages relevant to a topic your select or one of their topics.  (This may sound like a lot of work but you could focus on the author of one of their texts and take a couple volumes of Dictionary of Literary Biography and other related reference resources with you.  Be sure to take the relevant volumes with you, as well as an index). 
· Discuss the differences between scholarly journals and popular magazines and when using one or the other is appropriate.  Take with you examples of scholarly journals and popular magazines to illustrate the differences (e.g. glossy pages and color photos and ads vs. plain text, footnotes, graphs, charts, extensive bibliographies, etc.)  
· Have the students go down to the periodicals collection and find an example of each one and explain why it is popular or scholarly in small groups.  
Searching Suggestions: 
· Demonstrate searching the catalog using keyword and topic searching.  Explain subject headings.  Demonstrate how to request books through ILLINET.  
· Explain Boolean searching and truncation and show examples of how to use it.  Show the difference between OR and AND as well as the impact on the number of results using both functions. 
· Ask the students (in groups or pairs) to try to find a book at Dominican on a certain topic (or several topics).  Tell them once they have found something to print off the record and find the book on the shelf using the call number and bring it back to the room. Ask a couple of groups to explain how they found their book.  
· Discuss selecting a database -- point out A-Z list and Online Research Descriptions page as a way to see the subject coverage of a certain database.  Point out a couple of appropriate databases to search (and ask them to write them down for future reference).  
· Demonstrate searching in the database using advanced and/or basic searching.  Show the thesaurus or subjects list and demonstrate how to use this.  
· Explain how to get an article:
· Full-text links for HTML or PDF, 
· Article linker to a journal Dominican has in Print 
· Article linker to a journal Dominican has in another database (and then show them how to get that article from that database)
· Article linker to a journal Dominican does not subscribe to at all, and explain briefly about ILL for articles.  
· Have them search for articles on their topics (or a topic of your choosing) and ask a couple of people to share an article they found.  Discuss whether the article is scholarly or popular, if it is relevant, etc.  
Absences: 
If students are absent the day of a session you are responsible for arranging a one-on-one or small group make-up session.   
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