DRAFT English 102 Information Literacy Component Assessment Plan Proposal
Introduction
In an effort to better assess the library instruction program and, in particular, the information literacy foundation requirement in English 102, the library has created a proposal for a new assessment assignment.  A worksheet was used in the fall of 2004 and in spring 2005 the Texas Information Literacy Tutorial (TILT) was used with three quizzes submitted as assessment tools.  The library was not satisfied with either of these measures.  The library wanted an assessment tool that evaluated student learning and helped the students in the research process.  
Goals

Our goals in creating a new assessment tool were to: 

· Create a meaningful, relevant assignment 

· Develop assignment tied to the final research paper 
· Evaluate student learning of key concepts related to library instruction and the research process
· Integrate the library component into the course curriculum so that instruction is occurring when it is needed and in a way that is helpful to the students

· Establish a rubric for assessment
· Create materials to support the assignment such as a website with links, examples, and suggested resources

Assignment

An Annotated Bibliography assignment was selected as the assessment tool for English 102 information literacy sessions.   Included with the bibliography will be:

· a brief summary of the research topic, 
· the complete citation, 
· a brief annotation including critical evaluations for each item, and 
· the first page of any journal articles or the title and verso page from books.  
Students will also be asked to include an brief explanation of how they located the item – catalog search, database search, web search, serendipity, referred by another book (referenced or work cited), another article, another student, etc.  

The Annotated bibliography will demonstrate the students’ ability to: 

· search a wide range of resources including the online catalog and the electronic periodical databases

· apply search techniques to locate materials on their chosen topic

· assess and evaluate materials for relevancy, accuracy, appropriateness, scope and currency

· understand their own search process from selecting a topic, searching for materials, evaluating found materials, maintaining careful notes to track information, and creating proper citations

· comprehend the importance of properly citing sources for copyright and ethical reasons

Outcomes

The benefits to the students from completing the annotation bibliography will be evidenced by the final research papers.  Ideally the bibliography would be due prior to the final draft of the paper.  This would require the students to start research early, read and scan the materials for inclusion in the assignment, and prepare a preliminary bibliography in advance of writing the paper.  This bibliography would serve as a starting point for the final paper research and would include all of the resources consulted in the early stages of the research process – as the students are forming their topics.  This is not intended to be the final bibliography for the research paper but rather as a checkpoint during the ongoing research process.  
Support

The library will create the handouts, assignment sheets, and support documents (e.g. website) for the assignment and will assist in the evaluation of bibliographies.  The grading will be determined by the instructor with some input submitted by the librarian as to appropriateness of the resources included.    Ideally the grade for this assignment would be a part of the overall grade for the English 102 course.  

Course sessions will include suggestions for conducting research, identifying and reviewing the parts of the item used for annotating: table of contents, index, preface or introduction, and book arrangement.  Sample citations and annotations will be provided.  

Students will also have hands-on opportunities to explore the library, the library catalog and the electronic periodical databases in order for them to become effective searchers who can find and locate materials in the physical library and from the library’s website.  

Sessions

The library encourages at least 150 minutes devoted to library instruction so that selecting, searching and evaluation resources may be addressed.  During one of these sessions the assignment could be introduced with time set aside for the students to start working on the research with librarian assisting.  
Suggested Timeline for Annotated Bibliography 
Week 9:  Topic Selection and Proposal Due
Week 10:  Library Session with hands-on time

Week 11:  List of sources due

Week 12: Final Annotated Bibliography due

Week 13:  Draft of Final Paper due

Week 14:  Final Paper due with revisions

Assignment adapted from:

Burkhardt, Joanna M.; MacDonald, Mary C.; Rathemacher, Andrée J. Teaching 

Information Literacy: 35 Practical, Standards-based Exercises for College 

Students.   Chicago:  American Library Association, 2003. 

and 

Merz, Lawrie H.; Mark, Beth L. “Manhattanville College.”Assessment in college library 

instruction programs. Chicago: American Library Association, 2002.   
Annotated Bibliography Assignment Sheet (Proposal)

The library project for this course will consist of an annotated bibliography of 5-8 information sources, all of which relate to a narrowly defined topic of your choice.  

Begin with an introduction explaining the scope of your topic to familiarize the librarian and your instructor with the focus of your research.  The introduction may be two or three paragraphs long.  List the items alphabetically by author, using MLA style bibliographic format.  Each item must be followed by:  

· an annotation or descriptive and critical evaluation of the resource demonstrating clearly how this item related to your topic
· photocopy of the title and verso pages of each book cited, or the first page of each article included 
· a brief explanation of the process through which you found the item – catalog search, database search, works cited of another article or book, referred by instructor, etc.  

The purpose of the final project is for each student to demonstrate an understanding of the research skills covered by the library instruction component of this class.  You should include a variety of information sources in your bibliography including the following:  books, scholarly articles, reputable magazines and newspapers.  You may also include audiovisual materials, government documents, internet documents or personal interviews (if allowed by the instructor of the course).  

The final projects must be typed.  Projects are due Month, Day, 200_.  Grades will be lowered for papers submitted after the due date.  

What you need to turn in

1. Brief (2-3 paragraph) explanation of your topic

2. Citations for all of your sources in correct MLA bibliographic format

3. Annotations with both description and critical evaluations of each source

4. Short explanation of how the resource was located – e.g. Academic Search Elite, Dominican University Online Catalog, recommended by professor, etc. 

5. Photocopies of each title and verso page (for books) and the first page of each periodical article included in the bibliography  

Suggestions for Writing Annotations

Content – What is the resource about?  Is it relevant to your research?

Purpose – What is it for?  Why was the book or article written? 

Methodology – Where did the information come from? 

Usefulness – What does it do for your research? 

Reliability – Is the information accurate?  Do other sources support the 

conclusions?  
Authority – Is it written by someone who has the expertise to author the 

information?  What are the author’s credentials? 

Currency – Is it new?  Is it up-to-date for the topic? 

Scope/Coverage/Limitations – What does it cover?  What does the author 

state that he/she will cover?  What doesn’t the resource provide 

that would be helpful?  

Arrangement – How is the resource organized?  Are there any special 

“added-value” features?  

Ease of use – Can a “real person” use this resource?  What is the reading level of the resource?  

Sample Citation and Annotation

[To be provided by the librarian at a later date]
