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What specific goal(s) and learning outcome(s) did you investigate this year? And what measures did you use?

	As a part of the information literacy foundation requirement embedded in English 102 we created an assessment tool in the form of an annotated bibliography.  

Our goals in creating the annotated bibliography assessment tool for English 102 were to: 

· Create a meaningful, relevant assignment 

· Develop assignment tied to the final research paper 
· Evaluate student learning of key concepts related to library instruction and the research process

· Integrate the library component into the course curriculum so that instruction is occurring when it is needed and in a way that is helpful to the students

· Establish a rubric for assessment
· Create materials to support the assignment such as a website with links, examples, and suggested resources
The desired learning outcomes for English 102 students in completing this assignment were to demonstrate their ability to: 

· search a wide range of resources including the online catalog and the electronic periodical databases

· apply search techniques to locate materials on their chosen topic

· assess and evaluate materials for relevancy, accuracy, appropriateness, scope and currency

· understand their own search process from selecting a topic, searching for materials, evaluating found materials, maintaining careful notes to track information, and creating proper citations

· comprehend the importance of properly citing sources for copyright and ethical reasons
This being the first time we used this assessment tool we created our own measures as we went.  Because this assignment is given in conjunction with the English department it was necessary to tailor our assessment measures to the individual course section but assignments were measured on the following three criteria: citations, sources, and annotations.  

Citations: 

· formatted according to MLA citation style guidelines, 

· item fell within the criteria requirement for the assignment (i.e. scholarly article, book, magazine, newspaper article or acceptable website as determined by the English 102 instructor), 

· met the minimum number of citations required by the English 102 instructor (generally 5-8 sources). 

Sources: 

· demonstrate a wide range of sources used to locate articles and book, 

· appropriate and relevant to the research topic

Annotations: 
· clearly written and well articulated 

· detail the relevance of the item to research topic

· evaluated several of the following criteria in selecting the resource: authority, accuracy, currency, content, relevance, purpose, methodology, ease of use, etc.  

· indicated what resources and/or search terms were used to locate the source
Students were given either a passing or failing grade on the assignment and in most cases given an opportunity to correct the mistakes to earn a passing grade.  Some English 102 instructors gave students a letter grade based on their own measurement criteria. 



What conclusions can you draw from your assessment activities this year?  And what changes (e.g. curriculum, syllabus, goals, measures) will be made as a result of your assessment activities?

	Conclusions 

The annotated bibliography was an effective assessment tool for ascertaining students’ ability to perform structured library research.  The response from the English department instructors and librarians was positive with the only criticism being the time involved in assessing the bibliographies.  Otherwise, all involved felt the assignment achieved and exceeded our goals and demonstrated the students’ learning outcomes.  

Changes

Limited changes will be made in the assignment but the librarians will create an assessment rubric so that evaluation is consistent and less time consuming.  



What assessment activities do you have planned for next year?

	The library plans to continue with the same assessment activity with the addition of the evaluation rubric.  Data will be compiled for a longitudinal study of the sources selected by students.  
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